Grade 4, Unit Of Study 2

Boxes and Bullets: Personal and Persuasive Essays

SESSION 5 HOMEWORK

Mining Our Writing

Exploring Different Theses

Writers, tonight for homework, use the checklist and work to develop a thesis for other topics you might want to write an essay about. Or, if you like the thesis that you worked on today in class, make sure it says precisely what you want it to say. You may need to try saying your thesis a couple of different ways.

Alejandro’s already started to do this work. He reread his notebook and found an entry he’d written about his friendship with Mike and how it’s hard to be friends sometimes. He figured this might be a topic he’d like to write an essay about, so he reread his entry, looking for a single sentence that summed up the entry and his feelings for Mike. Listen.

I have been thinking about my friendship with Mike. I thought that it is sometimes hard to be friends with Mike because he is interested in things that I am not interested in. For example, he is interested in movie making and I am not, he likes to make up comic book characters, he likes to play video games and I don’t, he likes to watch the Simpsons and I don’t. I sometimes have fights with him. For example, we play card games that he made up and he sometimes changes the rules in the middle of the game. On the other hand Mike is a good friend because the games that he makes up are fun.

Alejandro realized that he didn’t have one line that captured what he thought, because he had both good and bad feelings about Mike. So he thought, “Maybe the one thing I am saying is that my friendship with Mike is complicated.” He wrote that down.

My friendship with Mike is complicated.

Then he tried to revise that idea by saying his feelings more precisely. He tried to compare the friendship to something everyone knows. Here’s what he wrote next.

My friendship with Mike is like a seesaw. Sometimes it is up and sometimes it is down.

Then he tried to write this in a stronger fashion, adding in his emotions.

It is hard to be friends with someone who is so different from me.

Tonight, you may need to do this kind of work to find or craft your thesis too. Be sure you come in tomorrow with your thesis written as a sentence so we can start planning our essays.
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